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Gold supports recognition of paramedics
 
By MIKE COHEN 

St. Laurent Councillor Peter Gold has urged his 
cotleaquee to adopt a resolution supporting the 
recognition of qualified paramedical training of 
ambulance technicians in Quebec. 

Glenn Nashen, who 
works part-time for the 
Urgences Sante arn
bulance system, was suc-"> 
cessful in convincing 

'Cote St. Luc and Harnp
stead to adopt such resol- " 
utions. He attended S1. 
Laurent's pubflc meeting 
tn Auoust et whtch ttme he 
was told the matter would 
be studied, Town of 
Mount Royal was also ap
preached but council of
ficials there have decided 
not to take a position. 

counc.uor Bernard Pa
quet, vice-president of the
 
executive committee, has
 
appeared somewhat retu
ct ant to support the
 
resolution. He is a preen

cing physician at the 
Hospitaller St. Laurent 
and poi n t SOU t , 
"paramedics are good, 
but they still are not 
doctors ,. 

Nash e n feels it is 
imperative municipalities 
take a stand and forward 
resolutions to the Quebec 
government and the 
Quebec Corporation of 
Physicians. He notes that 
paramedics in the pro
vince work "with their 
hands lied in legal knots 
behind their. back" since 
Quebec frowns on letting 
anyone but full fledged 
doctors handle medical 
dulles. 

The paramedic question 
in Quebec has received 
limited attention from the 
public until recently when 
Urgences S~~te am-
butanes technl?lan Mark 
Dudtn, a,lso trained as, a 
paramedic, saved the life 
ofa98yearold man by ad
ministering medication 
based on his paramedic 
knowledge. Charges were 
sUb~equent.IY brought 
against him by the 
Quebec Corporation of 
Physicians "for illegally 
practtctnc medicine" but 
have since been dropped. 

"Speaking for myself," 
says Gold, "I wish to go 
on record in support of 
such a resolution. In a life 
threatening situation, 
where resuscitation and 
other emergency pro
cedures means the dttte

renee between life and 
death, a qualified, and I 
stress the word 
"qualified," para-medical 
technician would be the 
difference. 

"In most other prov
inces in Canada and cer
tainly in the United States. 
intensive training is given 
to enable these techni
cians to be properly qual
ified to administer certain 
drugs and to perform 
surgical and other lite sav
ing techniques," he adds. 
"Where life is measured in 
a space of three to four 
minutes, il is of no value 
to have a doctor appear on 
the scene of an erner
gency some eight to 10 
minutes later only to pro
nounce the mortality of a 
patient." 
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